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Order of Service The Service: Narrated Version 
 

  Greeting   
 

Good morning and welcome to worship! 
  
Our plan for worship today is to walk through what our hymnal calls The Service. The Service is a set of 
words and actions which we usually use at church when we gather for the main worship experience of 
the week. Some of what we do today will be familiar, and we’ll explain a few things that are new. But 
our real purpose today isn’t to review what we know or introduce what we don’t know. Our real purpose 
is to help everyone understand more completely what we’re doing and why we do it when we come 
together for worship. 
  
The word “worship” means to adore and praise God, and the highest praise a Christian can offer God is 
to proclaim what God has done for us in Christ. And so at worship, the minister and the people retell 
the good news about Jesus. We say and we sing that God forgives our sins and the sins of the world for 
Jesus’ sake. Everything we do in worship involves us with the gospel. In this way we encourage others 
with the gospel while others encourage us. 
  
Christians have generally followed an order of service. We catch a glimpse of that order in Jerusalem in 
the weeks after Pentecost: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.”  Our order of worship follows that first century pattern.  
  
We worship in an orderly and organized way so that everyone may hear and understand the gospel 
without being distracted. We repeat the most important gospel truths so that they become embedded 
in our minds and hearts. Variety helps us review the many facets of the gospel. We adopt and adapt 
ancient and widespread practices of the Church to remember the gospel unity we have with all believers. 
We proclaim the message of Christ in language, music, art, and symbolism which touch our hearts but 
do not outshine the gospel.  
  
The Service begins with a hymn which often directs our attention to the focus of worship on a particular 
day. The hymn brings us together as a worshiping congregation and may even brush away a few cobwebs 
from tired brains. Please join to sing Christian Worship 389, “How Good, Lord, To Be Here”. 
 
 

 

Order of Service for  

LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
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OPENING HYMN 389 – How Good, Lord, To Be Here 
 

 

 
 
5 But you, Lord, do not stay.  6 How good, Lord, to be here! 
     With mercy resolute       Yet we may not remain; 
 you leave this glorious hill to die—   but since you bid us leave the mount, 
     our perfect substitute.   come with us to the plain. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Worship begins with the word and sign of baptism. The word of baptism is “In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” These were the words spoken to us as we were baptized with 
water. The sign is the cross which we received at our baptism: “Receive the sign of the cross on the head 
and heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.” We come before God in worship as 
people who have been covered by the righteous robes of Christ and members of the family of God. What 
joy and confidence we have as we worship! We say, “Amen”—truly, we agree! 
  
We remember our baptism in Confession as we drown our sinful nature and gain the life-renewing 
work of the Spirit. We confess to God and one another that we were born in sin and that we sin every 
day. With our brothers and sisters in faith we plead for forgiveness for the sake of Jesus. The words we 
speak become so familiar that we can repeat them from memory when we wake up and when we get 
ready for sleep. In these words we also proclaim to one another what we believe about sin and grace. 
  
The minister then absolves us—he forgives our sins. The Absolution is one of the simplest forms of 
gospel proclamation in our worship. The minister forgives us not on his own, but as a called servant of 
Christ whom we and the Spirit have called to speak the words of God to us. We can hear these words 
with confidence, for Jesus said to his apostles on the evening of his resurrection: “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven.” Again we say: “Amen.”  
  
You may remain seated as we remember and relive our baptisms. 
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INVOCATION 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave 
his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Prayer often introduced Old Testament worship, and the early Christians continued the custom of 
beginning their gathering with a responsive prayer. We do the same. The minister invites us to pray “In 
peace let us pray to the Lord,” and we pray: “Lord, have mercy.” As we gather to hear the Word and 
receive the sacrament, we implore God to keep all believers in his grace and protect us by his mercy.  
  
Both the responsive prayer and the song that follows include alternate titles: Kyrie is Greek for Lord and 
Gloria in excelsis is Latin for Glory in the highest. The ancient titles remind us that Christians have sung 
these songs for centuries in countless musical settings. These two song texts and three others which 
we’ll identify later are from a set of songs called the Ordinary. The words of these five songs repeat the 
most important teachings of the gospel and that’s why we repeat them at almost every service. 
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Glory Be to God on High combines three ancient hymns. You’ll recognize the first as the song the 
angels sang on the fields of Bethlehem. This hymn, sometimes called a canticle, proclaims Jesus Christ 
as the center of God’s plan to save the world. We sing it often because it is worth remembering and 
memorizing. A similar canticle, “This is the Feast,” may replace it during the Easter season. Some 
congregations omit this song during the more somber seasons of Advent and Lent.   
 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
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BE SEATED 

 
SONG OF PRAISE Glory to God in the Highest 
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In the early church, hearing the Word and receiving the Sacrament were separated by a time for 
fellowship. Each service began with a greeting: “The Lord be with you,” the minister said, and the people 
responded, “And also with you.” We’ll see this greeting again at the beginning of the communion 
service. 
  
Now we come to the Word section of The Service; we see it in large letters in the hymnal: The Word. 
When the early Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching,” they were eager to hear 
about the words and works of Jesus. The apostles were the Savior’s witnesses and had heard and seen 
Jesus in person. The Service follows that pattern: it highlights the words and works of Jesus in a reading 
from one of the four gospels.  
  
A unique feature of our order of service is what we call the Proper: a set of readings, prayers, psalms, 
and hymns that focus on the main truth of the day’s Gospel. As the truth in the Gospel changes from 
week to week and on the various festivals of the year, the Proper changes, too. The gospel accounts and 
their Proper are guided by the Christian Calendar or Church Year. Over the course of centuries, 
Christian churches developed a plan to review the words and works of Christ every year. We divide the 
calendar into two parts: the Time of Christ and the Time of the Church. The Time of Christ (which our 
hymnal divides into the Time of Christmas and the Time of Easter) occurs between late November and 
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May. It focuses on the main events of Jesus’ life and so includes the seasons of Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, and Easter. It ends with the Day of Pentecost and Sunday of the Holy Trinity. The Time 
of the Church focuses on words Jesus spoke during his ministry to guide us in our lives as Christians. 
The Proper for today is the Proper appointed for this Sunday in the Church Year. 
  
The Proper begins with the Prayer of the Day. The minister invites the congregation to bring this 
prayer to God: “Let us pray,” he says. The prayer requests the blessings that are going to be given in the 
readings and the sermon on this day.  
  
There are three readings in The Service. The First Reading is usually from the Old Testament and helps 
us to see that the words and works of Jesus in the Gospel for the day were promised and applied even 
before he came to earth. Worshipers become involved in the reading by responding to the minister’s 
concluding sentence: “The Word of the Lord.” Worshipers say with joy: “Thanks be to God.” 
  
The Book of Psalms was the hymnal of the Old Testament and is filled with praises and prayers about 
God’s great love. The Psalm of the Day matches the theme of the day’s Gospel and enables worshipers 
to proclaim the Word of God in music and to take their turn to declare the wonders God has done.   
  
The Second Reading is from one of the New Testament letters, the epistles. This reading also 
complements the theme of the day’s Gospel. Again worshipers respond with thanks after hearing the 
Word of the Lord. 
 

 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
  
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the mysteries of the 
faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came from the bright cloud, you 
foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make us co-heirs of glory with Jesus our King, 
and bring us at last to heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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  The Word   
 

 

FIRST READING Exodus 24:9-18 
On Mount Sinai Moses saw the glory of the Lord as a terrifying fire.  

On the Mount of Transfiguration Moses saw the glory of the Lord as the Savior who takes our fear away. 

 
EXODUS 24:9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the 

God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the 
sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate 
and drank. 

 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the 

tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” 
 
13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14 He said 

to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone 
involved in a dispute can go to them.” 

 
15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the LORD settled 

on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called 
to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on 
top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on 
the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 2 
 
Refrain 

 

 
Tone 

 
 
  
Why do the nations / conspire  
   and the peoples / plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD  
   and against his A- / nointed.     
 
Refrain 
  
The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;  
   the Lord / scoffs at them. 
He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying, 
   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”    
 
Refrain 
  
I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:  
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     
 
Refrain 
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SECOND READING 2 Peter 1:16-21 
St. Peter testifies to the reliability of the Christian faith.  

Peter was an eyewitness to the majesty and glory of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

 
2 PETER 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from 
God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.”[a] 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain. 

 
19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay 

attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
STAND FOR THE READING OF THE GOSPEL 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 John 2:2 
 
Refrain  

 
 
A cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 
 
 

Refrain 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A16-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30497a
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 17:1-9 
The transfiguration of our Lord. 

 
MATTHEW 17:1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one 

for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 

my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 
 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and 

touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except 
Jesus. 

 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have 

seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
BE SEATED 

 
Martin Luther is considered by many to be the father of the congregational song and so hymns have 
always been an important part of Lutheran worship. The Hymn of the Day was chosen specifically to 
match the theme of the Gospel and was selected from the best hymns in our hymnal. This hymn is worth 
getting to know well. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 385 – Christ Begins 
The cantor will lead the singing. The congregation is invited to join as comfortable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
There is no sermon today, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t important. The sermon is one of the great 
legacies of the Lutheran Reformation. The reformers restored the value and importance of preaching 
and we feel the same. After careful study and thorough preparation, the servant of the Lord explains 
and applies one of the three readings appointed for the day. He proclaims the law and the gospel in light 
of Jesus’ words and works in focus on the day. He exposes sin, he announces forgiveness, and he 
encourages our life response. He shares with us the words of God that he believes himself. We thank 
God for preaching that speaks for God and touches our minds and hearts! 
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The sermon is the last part of the Proper for the day. In prayers, psalms, hymns, readings, and the 
spoken word we have devoted ourselves to the words and works of Jesus recorded in the day’s Gospel. 
At this point we stand to speak the Creed and we confess that we believe what we have heard in the 
Word about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The Creed is the third song text of the historic 
Ordinary—you see the Latin word Credo, which means I believe. Like the Kyrie and Gloria, the Credo was 
sung for centuries; today our custom is to speak it.  
  
Please stand to speak the Creed. 
 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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FELLOWSHIP 

As we noted earlier, the first Christians paused after hearing the Word, often to share a meal. Those 
with more wealth may have provided food for those with less, and believers offered prayers for one 
another. The Prayer of the Church enables believers to practice their Christian fellowship by praying 
for all sorts of people and all kinds of activities. We add the names of fellow members who are enduring 
trouble or enjoying special times in their lives. Responsive prayers involve both the minister and the 
congregation. Since the prayer may include a number of intercessions, worshipers are seated. 
  
The Lord often encourages us to manage his monetary gifts wisely, and he especially calls on us to be 
generous in our support of gospel ministry. We plan our gifts at home and may even give via on-line 
devices. Including the Offering in worship helps us remember that we give our offerings to the Lord 
and for the spread of his good news in our own congregation and around the world. The music during 
the offering may bring to mind the words of a familiar hymn. The quieter time also enables minister 
and members to prepare for the Sacrament. 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and MUSICAL OFFERING 

 
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.  
Offerings can be given in any of four ways: 

• Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 

• On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 

• On your phone with the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app 

• Scan the QR code to the right… 

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card,  
or by filling out the card in the pew and placing it in the offering plate as you leave.  The Connection  

Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left... 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, You revealed Your glory in the transfiguration of Your Son, who tabernacled among 
us in the flesh. Open our eyes, that by faith we would see Him continuing to tabernacle among us in 
the Divine Service. Grant that we would heed Your admonition to “listen to Him” as He forgives and 
preserves us at the font, pulpit and altar. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Holy God, we ask for Your blessing on this congregation, especially for our catechumens. As Moses 
was changed when he saw Your glory on Mount Sinai, may we who have beheld Your glory in the face 
of Christ also be transformed and given boldness of spirit to share Your glory abroad. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, Moses and Elijah appeared with the Savior in glory, witnessing all that the Law and the 
prophets speak about Him. Grant wisdom to all pastors and church workers to open Your Scriptures in 
such a way that everyone would hear the voice of Jesus calling them to life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, bless the families of Your Church, that parents would teach the faith to their 
children and that the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in all households. Remember also all 
expectant mothers, that they and their babies would be kept safe and healthy throughout their 
pregnancies. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty Father, You alone establish all authority on earth. Bless those entrusted with authority both 
here and abroad to serve with integrity and honor for the well-being of all. Grant that all division, 
conflict and strife would give way to unity, peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of all comfort, You alone bring the peace that passes understanding to troubled hearts. 
Remember the afflicted, [especially _____________ and those we name in our hearts,] that they would know 
Your presence, taste Your peace and receive healing according to Your gracious will, ever trusting in 
the hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we praise You, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Give us ears to hear Your voice 
speaking through Your Word, holy lips to receive Christ’s blessed Sacrament with repentance and 
faith, and holy awe at Your glory granted to us in the Means of Grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Lord God, Your power is beyond compare and Your glory beyond understanding. Open our hearts to 
know You through the glory of Your Son, whose saving will and purpose has rescued us from sin and 
death and made us Your own people by Baptism and faith; for to You, blessed and eternal Father, 
belong all honor and glory, worship and praise, with Your beloved Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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  The Sacrament   
 

The second main part of The Service begins with the same greeting that began the Word section: “The 
Lord be with you,” the minister says, and worshipers return his greeting: “And also with you.”  
  
The words that follow are found in Christian orders of service already in the third century. As they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, believers carefully imitated the actions of the first holy 
meal as the apostles remembered them. With few exceptions, we do the same. 
  
As we lift our hearts to the Lord, the minister invites us to give thanks as Jesus did. The fourth canticle 
of the historic Ordinary introduces the Prayer of Thanksgiving: Holy, Holy, Holy, entitled Sanctus in 
Latin. The words lead us into the throne room of God as Isaiah saw it with wonder and awe. From there 
we go to Palm Sunday and praise Jesus who is coming to us in the sacrament. We sing “Hosanna”—a 
Hebrew word that means, “Save us, Lord.” 
  
For most of us, the Prayer of Thanksgiving is a new feature in The Service. Martin Luther eliminated 
the medieval form of this prayer since it was filled with false teaching, but Lutherans have crafted new 
prayers that are faithful to the Scriptures. The Prayer of Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 
  
You may remain seated as we begin the Sacrament.  
 

PREFACE 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human 
being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Santus) 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, 
our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well 
pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill 
your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe 
in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to 
receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so 
that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
At this point we hear the actions Jesus took and the words he spoke on the night he first offered the 
holy meal: the Words of Institution. These words of consecration, together with the distribution of the 
elements and their reception by the communicants, are the critical elements of the sacrament. We 
believe that we receive the true body and blood of Christ under the bread and wine when the elements 
are consecrated, distributed, and received.  
  
With the peace of the Lord on our minds and in our hearts, we join in the last canticle of the Ordinary, 
O Christ, Lamb of God—Agnus Dei, Lamb of God in Latin. We are not surprised that believers have 
sung these words for centuries: have mercy on us and grant us your peace. We approach the altar full 
of confident joy. As the minister communes us, he identifies the body and blood we receive for the 
forgiveness of sins. He bids us to “Go in peace,” believing in the blessing we have received from Christ.  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  Amen. 
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JESUS, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one 
another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who 
are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter along the side aisles toward the altar area.  Move toward the center (unless 
otherwise directed).  After receiving the Supper, return to your seat down the 
middle aisle, depositing your cup in the receptacle. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 388 – Down From the Mount of Glory 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Our worship for this day has come to an end with thanksgiving, prayer, and the Blessing. One last time 
the Triune God confers on us his blessing, grace, and peace. One last time we exclaim: “Amen.”  The 
Service has provided us with opportunities to remember our baptisms, hear the Word of God, and receive 
the Sacrament. These are the means of grace the Holy Spirit uses to call, gather, enlighten, and sanctify 
the whole Christian Church on earth. As ministers, musicians, artists, and worshipers, we do our best 
to wrap the gospel in fitting words, beautiful music, meaningful symbols, and lovely buildings that 
touch our hearts, but what is most important is the proclamation of the gospel: Worshipers and 
ministers have come together to praise God by proclaiming the gospel in Word and sacrament. We came 
to worship for the gospel and with that gospel we depart to serve and witness.  
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PRAYER 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this 
Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. 
By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 400 – Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing 
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